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Changes to Plan for Review at 12/13/07 hegari

The following Table represents the changes apprbydtie Sustainable
Northampton Steering Committee after the NovemBegoublic comment period
concluded. We have prepared this memorandum toenkarity on how the plan
was changed from the version provided in mid-Oatol&ems in bold are changes
within a sentence, whereas the plain text itemsaveadditions to the plan. We
have also provided a revised version of the eptaa.

Table 1: Approved Changes by the Sustainable Nohan Steering Committee

Page

Element

New Text or Change

2

Steering
comm.

Removed Keith Wilson from Steering Committee

3

Financial

Added Mass Development to list

4

Approach

Inserted at end of current text:

The Sustainable Northampton Plan will be reviewedo
annual basis utilizing a methodology that will eveloped in
the next 9 — 12 months. The annual evaluatioresystill be
designed to enable a review of the results fonb&ics
identified in the plan. The results of the anmeaiew will be
aligned with the operational and capital budgetgytm the
following fiscal year.

Vision

Inserted new Vision. Inserted text isyided after Table 1.

FLUM

Inserted text to clarify difference betwelemure land use ma
and zoning map.

The Future Land Use Map is not a prescriptive raguay
document such as the Zoning Map, which requires
conformance for land use and development. The Euty
Land Use Map provides broad guidance for making
decisions on all city actions: programs, land use
decisions, regulations, and capital expendituZ&ming
Map amendments may be anticipated as one method

Ir

of

implementing the Future Land Use Map and this Plan.




The Future Land Use Map must be flexible, but with
consistent use it will result in an accumulation of
decisions that support the City goals.

Additional Text that describes each segment of the
Future Land Use Map has been added and is included
after the new vision section at the end of the document.

11

Elements

Replaced Historic and Cultural wittritage

11

Elements

Inserted in Strategies and Action balesecond sentence:
The lead municipal department will be further idiged at the
time of implementation.

13

LU.1.1.

Inserted text at end.

SeeDensity Study prepared by the Office of Planning a
Development for illustrations.

19

EEC

Inserted new text box:

Energy Resources Under Strain and “Peak Oil”

Peak oil in its simplest definition is a label tbe problem of
petroleum based energy resource depletion, or more
specifically, the peak in global oil production. héther the
extraction of the world’s oil resources will peagxtyear, in
ten years, or farther into the future, or whethwrgy
independence is essential for geopolitical or emnrental
and climate protection reasons, it is clear thateggive
efforts must be made now to move the City towards
substantially reduced overall energy dependencyeardyy
costs. Actions in this plan addressing land usesiportation
and the local economy — among others -- are recordete
with this reality in mind. The responsibilities thie Energy
Resources Commission will include monitoring braade
energy trends and events as they unfold, and fethan City
and its citizens to understand the potential ingaot to
respond accordingly.

19

EEC.1.B.

Added new objective B.6:
Improve the opportunity for residents to disposbaisehold
hazardous waste materials.

19

EEC.1.B.

Along with the word recycle the plaogk includereuse as
another method for diversion of landfill use- irtsdrin items
1 and 2.

19

EEC.1.B.

Changed the objective to read:
Eliminate use of one-time bottles, bags and other itemsas

appropriate.




21

EEC.1

EEC: Added new strategies and actions under waste
management:

Continue working with Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection for responsible operatiblandfill.

Responsible Agencies: Mayor,, Public Works

33

ED

Corrected spelling to Diiglson in text box

37

ED.4

Added new measurement of progress:

Technology Access

Metric: Access to broadband technology and to lesehot
spots.

Reporting Agencies: MIS, Mayor’s Office of Econami
Development

Target: Competitively priced high speed broadbasmtss to
100% of households and businesses. Wireless aeoespots
available in downtown and Florence.

Responsibility for Target: MIS, Mayor’s Office &conomic
Development

39

AC.1

Objective 2 changed direct municipaptilic and private

39

AC.1

Added as objective 6.

Assist city arts organizations in an effort to blitdh a
collaborative system for addressing issues relatéae
expansion of local cultural venues and activities.

39

AC.1

Changed first Strategies and Action to:
Develop greater cultural coordination in the Gign expanded
municipal departmentpr example, or an umbrella arts and
cultural coordinating organizations.

39

AC.1

Changed third Strategies and Actions item t

Expand existing community arts calendar and create a
comprehensive Web site and box office in coordination with
arts, municipal and tourism entities.

40

AC.2

Changed second strategies and actions to:

Identify possible arts venuasd seek to provideincentives
for private development of venues as part of downtown
redevelopment.

41

HR

Addedederal to potential funding sources listed in last
paragraph in second column.

44

H.1

Added strategies and actions at bottom ofnco 1:
Work with financial institutions to offer financingcentives




to enable an increased use of sustainable technblogity
residents and businesses, such as green mortgages.

Responsible agencies: Mayor, City Council, Housing
Partnership

Lobby to continue the Federal energy tax credigpams.
Responsible agencies: Mayor, City Council, Housing
Partnership

45

H-2

Changed" metric toDecr eased number of rental housing
unitslost. Change % metric toDecr ease number of
conversions from affordable

52

Changed Metric 2 to:
Rail trails within Y2 mile of 70% of households,

Changed Metric 3 to:
Bicycle lanes within %2 mile of 85% of households

53

T.2

Changed target under Bicycles and Pedestitan
Increasebike lanes connecting to schools, commercial area
and neighborhoods By% per year.

54

T.3

Added new objective 7:
Participate in regional efforts to consider theangion of
passenger rail service along the North-South irdislwith
service to Northampton.

Glossary

Added definitions to the glossary foredi&nes ath bike ways.
Bike ways and lanes — Bike access can be provisled 3
bike lane within rights-of-way as a shared or safgar
portion of the paved roadway. Separate pathsshmated
with vehicles, but shared with pedestrians, are hbikys.

Revised Vision Statement:

The Vision
The Northampton that its residents and visitorg ltnday is partly a product
of confluences of geography, climate and larger legland settlement
patterns. But equally important in shaping our oamity have been the
choices made by its leaders and citizens in yemss-pconscious decisions
about when to invest in industry and commerce, wi@encourage housing,
how to harness and protect natural resources, banette jobs, how to
develop an educated citizenry, how to welcome apart diversity, and
how to provide for artistic and cultural enrichment



Now, in 2007, the residents of Northampton have@wortunity to provide
shape and values to the way Northampton will grad éhange in the years
ahead. We have the option of letting momentumiaedia shape our future,
resting on our laurels and our numerous “Best @fikings. We also have
the option of critically examining what works abdNarthampton and what
could be improved, consciously shaping a future tdiees into account the
reality of a world of resources — energy resoureasjronmental resources,
financial resources — under growing strain.

This comprehensive plan, the Sustainable Northamptan, represents a
decision by its citizens to choose the second optito grow and change
with a full understanding of this generation’s resgibility to leave behind a
community that is enriched in a way that will nohgpromise the ability of
future generations to meet their needs. This mieamsing to be smarter
about how we use our resources, creatively thinkimgut patterns of
consumption and usage.

In crafting a vision that will impact the naturalvéronment and quality of
life at many levels, this plan is driven by consept social equity, economic
and cultural vitality, and environmental securByinging these concepts
alive will require a commitment by Northampton'sézens to:

Leadership — locally and regionally - in the advancement oétainable
practices that manage land use for long-term besnefieduce
dependency on nonrenewable fuels, reduce consumpfigesources
without offsetting benefits, and improve our impantthe environment.

I nclusiveness, tolerance and civic-mindedness by embracing diversity and
encouraging full participation in community conwiens. It is
assumed that controversy and debate will only &urthe discussion and
result in greater participation and ownership by ¢bmmunity.

Vibrancy as a city that supports the arts, non-profit oizmtions, higher
education and businesses in an atmosphere thavsalipowth and
prosperity while at the same time conserving ouritdge, natural
resources, and history. We will build on and cedébour unigueness as
a community and maintain the quality of life thata strength and
competitive advantage.

This vision of sustainability, and these commitnsetd ourselves and to future
generations, will be achieved by following a setGfiding Principles and enacting
specific strategies and actions. Success in shdpsfuture envisioned by this plan
can in many instances be measured by comparingalagerformance with
guantitative targets included in the plan.

Description of Future Land Use Map

Agriculture and Historically Compatible Uses—Tssprimarily highly
productive agriculture land within the floodplaih@onnecticut River and



includes rich wildlife and flora resources and diistal commercial and
residential uses. In this area, expansion of iegdiuildings and uses is
encouraged, acquisition of land in floodplain fasesnd within the 10 year
floodplain is prioritized, but generally new nonragltural development is
discouraged.

Conservation Development and Sending Zone—Theseudlygng areas that
generally have moderate to severe environment#hlilons, including water
supply areas, large intact forest ecosystemswildhife and flora resources,
and critical scenic resources. In these areasgceaison of land is

prioritized. Many areas are appropriate for congextsitive development and
open space residential development designed tornpatible with
conservation purposes. Mitigating traffic impaatsl @roviding non-
vehicular transportation options that are curremtlyraditional
Neighborhoods is critical. There are opportuniteefransfer the right to
develop parcels in this area to other areas icitiighat are more appropriate
for development.

Traditional Neighborhood and Receiving Zone — Thasecurrently the
most developed areas with planned expansion ofialealele area to
accommodate expected demand for new growth. Tdreses can
accommodate the vast majority of new smart groesidential development,
but only with design standards to ensure that neveldpment does not
degrade the quality of existing neighborhoods ait@yates traffic. More
focus on design details, encouraging designs cabipatith historic
neighborhoods, focus on pocket and linear parksoaritie quality of life
generally are key elements for encouraging a papuala@ensity consistent
with the highest quality neighborhoods present&fry ago. There are
opportunities to accept the development rights ihése areas from
Conservation Development areas.

Mixed-Use Commercial Center—These are the curnetpaoposed
commercial areas. In all of these areas housisggesigly encouraged, but
only above the first floor. Mixed uses within thistdct and often within
buildings, is strongly encouraged. Design detaild pedestrian- friendly
development are most important. Regulations shimalds on design, mixed
use, street orientation, and mitigating traffic anfs. Parking requirements,
minimum setbacks and traditional dimensional rezqaints are far less
important in these areas.

Business, Industrial, Institutional, and Live-Worlkese are the areas that
include traditional mill buildings along the Milli®Rer and other business and
industrial areas which are appropriate for mixeel iResidential use should
be allowed only as part of live-work and artistasg where the primary use
is business but business owners and workers mayhvhe premises.
Design details, mitigating traffic impacts, and séwity to surrounding
neighborhoods are the most important developmentsids.



Business and Industrial (no residential)—Thesédlaedraditional
industrial/research/business park sites that shoeljdreserved for business
and industrial uses not compatible with residentsds. Traffic mitigation,
transit, and site plan requirements are importatheése areas.



